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own living, and paying either by taxes or by gift for the maintenance of 
public institutions. 

Public institutions maintained by taxes will supply subjects for 
the first half year, and those maintained by subscription for the 
second. The result of the year's study must be a growth in public spirit, 
a willingness to give support by seeking occupation in one of the insti- 
tutions, by contributing in money and kind, by the aid of a vote or 
sympathy. Each for All is the unconscious teaching, and a return to the 
state and society for benefits received. When they are asked, "What 
institutions does the state maintain for its people, opening occupations 
to some of its citizens?" the class will readily suggest a long list, begin- 
ning with the police department and ending with the army and navy. 
In ten minutes the list will contain more institutions than are sufficient 
to supply subjects for the individuals of the class. It will include the 
board of health, city hospitals, fire commission, water supply, weather 
bureau — an indefinite list. This is swelled by the institutions which 
the state charters and in a fashion directs, such as insurance companies, 
railroads, trusts, etc. These subjects are excellent for exercising the 
pupil in research work. He has now reached a stage where it is well for 
him to collect and organize a large body of facts independently. His 
material will be obtained from the reference library, by personal visits 
for inspection of the institutions studied and interviews with the officials, 
or by any other means that ingenuity can devise. The organization of 
this body of material and the writing of a manuscript in the best possible 
form, with footnotes, a bibliography, and an outline — this is a labor to 
stimulate the pupil to his highest efforts. 



DEVICES FOR REVIEW 

In the school world the problem of reviews for the purpose of unify- 
ing and fixing the work takes the place of the biblical "poor" of the 
larger world — it is always with us. No general solution of the problem 
looms on the academic horizon of the near future, and so we must con- 
tinue to content ourselves with particular devices which serve, at least 
for the moment. In connection with The Merchant of Venice I have 
worked out two such devices with some success. 

Here is the first device. I give the following instructions to my 
students: 

On each side of a square erect another square. Let each of the four 
outer squares thus erected represent one of the four stories of The Mer- 
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chant of Venice. In each outer square write the names of characters 
found only in the story represented by this square. On dotted link lines 
connecting the two or three necessary outer squares write the names of 
characters found in the two or three stories so joined. 
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Fig. i. — Review diagram for The Merchant of Venice 

* A dotted line connecting two stories and cutting through a third indicates that 
the characters placed thereon occur in the three stories. 



If, after discussion, the class cannot get the idea, I illustrate the 
method by a diagram of Ivanhoe, in which one uses a triangle instead of 
the square. This illustration makes clear to the class the object and 
method of the work and still leaves it a problem of its own to solve. 
When the diagrams are brought in I have several students place their 
work on the blackboard and explain it. Class discussion of the reasons 
for the placing of characters shown in the diagrams serves as a review 
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and as a means of fixing the proper character grouping. The diagram 
also brings out in a striking way the unity of the play and the greatness 
of the dramatic art shown in the handling of the minor characters and 
plots. 

The second device again brings out the unity of the play and, in 
addition, gives a general survey of the acts and scenes. In this case the 
class was shown an oblong divided horizontally into four parts, each 
part representing one of the four stories. The oblong was divided ver- 
tically into five spaces, representing the five acts of the play, and these 



„ -^ 

V 

Templar and / \ Ivanhoe and 

Rebecca Story/ . \ Rowena Story 

/ 

I 

/ 




Richard and 
John Story 

Fig. 2. — Review diagram for Ivanhoe 



act-spaces were again divided into a number of parts equal to the num- 
ber of scenes in the act. In my original diagram the presence of a story 
in a scene was shown by a heavy line, its absence by a dotted line; the 
presence of two or more stories in one scene was shown by the junction 
of the heavy lines representing these stories, as in Fig. 3. 

Some pupils used vertical lines instead of horizontal ones — and one 
group worked the problem out by using shading to indicate the presence 
of the story in a given scene. This last scheme, as the illustration shows, 
is far clearer than the first. The explanation of their work by several 
students and the resulting class discussion serve as a review. 
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The first scheme, as has been shown, can be used with Ivanhoe. 
The second could also be used in this connection if students were required 
to keep a list of the scenes in Ivanhoe. 
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Fig. 3. — Reverse diagram for plot of Merchant of Venice 




Fig. 4. — Diagram for review of The Merchant of Venice by acts and scenes 

Act II, sc. 2. The squares of this scene are only partly shaded because the greater 
part of the scene is occupied by the Launcelot and Gobbo incident. 



I have found these devices very helpful. They secure quick, vivid 
reviews, and their novelty holds the interest of the students. 

Maude D. Ktvlen 
Washington Irving High School 
New York City 



